Introduction to ﬁlm music:
DAM! The Story of Kit the Beaver
Junior/Intermediate Lesson Plan
Exploring the influence of Western Classical Music in Film:
This lesson is can vary depending on the age/grade level of the students to which it is
beingdelivered. In this lesson, students will listen to a number of well-known Western
symphonic works that have been featured in modern films, as well as some well known
movie musical themes by Canadian composers. Students will apply their knowledge and
understanding of the Elements of Music to discuss why these pieces of music might
work well in film.
SUMMATIVE ASSIGNMENT
In this activity students use The Creative Process and the Critical Analysis Process to apply their
own knowledge and understanding of the Elements of Music.

ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION
While the range of musical understanding and ability between students in grades 4 – 8 may be
significant, the following lesson plans and activities can be adapted for any grade level as they
rely more broadly on The Creative Process,The Critical Analysis Process and on student
knowledge and understanding of the Elements of Music – areas of the curriculum that remain
consistent throughout each grade level but vary in depth and complexity depending on the grade
level.
For example, the specific expectations for Grades 4 and 8 outlined below can be assessed
through these lessons and activities are nearly identical in that they both rely on the student
application of their knowledge and understanding of the Elements of Music when using The
Creative Process and Critical Analysis Process. Aside from differing complexities relating to
musical terms, symbols and notation, the main variance between grade levels is the depth and
complexity of the Elements of Music – outlined at the start of each grade level.

CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS
Grade 4
• apply the Elements of Music when singing and/or playing, composing, and arranging music to create
a specific effect
• create music compositions for specific purposes and audiences
• identify the elements used in the music they perform, listen to, and create, and describe how they are
used

CURRICULULM EXPECTATIONS CONT’D
Grade 8
• apply the Elements of Music through performing, composing, and arranging music for a specific
effect or clear purpose
• create musical compositions in a variety of forms for specific purposes and audiences
• analyse, using musical terminology, ways in which the elements of music are used in various
styles and genres they perform, listen to, and create
Teachers are encouraged to vary the depth and complexity of the following lessons to suit the
level/needs of the students to which these lessons are being delivered. Please enjoy.
Lesson plans created in part by Andy Luck for the Toronto Symphony Orchestra. For more digital
symphony experiences and classroom lesson plans, please visit TSO.CA/elearning.
contactus@TSO.CA
TSO Canada Mosaic is a Canada 150 Signature Project.
© 2017 Toronto Symphony Orchestra
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Exploring the Influence of Western Classical music in Film
Minds On...

Materials

Activating Prior
Knowledge:

• Music Player (computer, CD player, etc.) and speakers
• Musical Recordings
o Ride of the Valkyries by Richard Wagner
o The Planets: Mars, The Bringer of War by Gustav Holst
o The Lord of the Rings soundtrack by Howard Shore

Have you heard
it before?

Lesson Progression
As a class, listen to two selections of music:
o Ride of the Valkyries by Richard Wagner
o The Planets: Mars, The Bringer of War by Gustav Holst
Afterwards, discuss how the Elements of Music are used in these pieces
highlighting the similarities and diﬀerences. As well, discuss the types of
images that these pieces of music put into our imaginations.
Now listen to The Lord of the Rings soundtrack by Howard Shore.
Afterwards, discuss with students the similarities between the music in Lord
of the Rings compared to Ride of the Valkyries and Mars, The Bringer of
War and why these pieces of music are so eﬀective for ﬁlm music.

Action
Activity:

Materials
• Computer and speakers
• Student Worksheets (see below)
Lesson Progression

Connecting the
Elements of
Music to Film

Partner students into groups of 3 or 4. Give each group a worksheet. As
each group moves through the Symphonic Carousel, listen to audio
excerpts from DAM! The Story of Kit the Beaver without showing imagery
from the ﬁlm. Have them record their reactions to the piece describing
what type of imagery or feeling the composer is trying to describe using
the Elements of Music.
Bring the students back together to share and discuss their responses.
Now that students have heard the audio soundtrack, watch DAM! The Story
of Kit the Beaver and use the interactive Melody Tracker at TSO.CA/elearning. Listen to the performance by the TSO, and have diﬀerent students
volunteer to use the Melody Tracker to toggle between the ﬁlm, orchestra
and conductor. Discuss how each instrument contributes to the score.

Consolidation

Lesson Progression

Reflection:

Students can complete a written response to the following question:

Me! The Motion
Picture

If your life were made into a movie, what would the music for that
movie sound like? Be sure to include connections to the Elements
of Music in your response.

3

NAME(S):

SYMPHONIC CAROUSEL
Record your reactions below:

What type of mood or feeling would best describe this piece?

What did you notice about instruments being used?

What kind of images do you see? What do you think this piece is about?

What did you notice about the dynamics?

What did you like of dislike about this music?

